
Good Shepherd Catholic School Council 

Good Shepherd Catholic School Room 104, 6:00 PM 

Thursday, November 17, 2016 

 

Call to Order 

 

Attendance:   

 

School Council:  Principal Kristen Girten, Father Zach, Chris Newkirk, Brandee Schnarr, Sue 

Kroupa, Sara Brown, Sara Rogier, Dan Deeg, Greg Rawski, Mark Davis, and Joanie Pohl.  Beth 

Keck and Brian Kessler were absent.  Mark Schuler was also in attendance. 

 

Prayer:  Father Zach opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Mission Statement:  Our Mission Statement was read aloud by all. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes from the last meeting on October 13, 2016, were approved 

as written. 

 

REPORTS: 
 

President’s Report:  President Sue Kroupa had no official report. 

 

Pastor’s Report:  Father Zach reported he attended a field trip with the 5th grade today; the 

Capital Campaign is going very well; a note was sent to non-parishioner families to see if they 

wanted to donate to the parking lot fund.  He has preliminary drawings of the proposed new 

parking lot.  We hope to have 100 new spaces, some trees will be taken out, and more islands will 

be installed.   

 

Principal’s Report:  Kristen reported that the Diocesan Open House on 11/3 was a very 

successful evening and we had a lot of positive comments.  We had 11 families attend with a 

potential of 14 students for the next school year.  The embargo on the 2015-2016 ISTEP scores 

was lifted today 11/17.  In grades 3-8, GSCS scored in the 90 percents, but there are no official 

grades and no official data yet.  The P/T conferences were well attended, with all positive 

comments.  The school will have a prayer service each Monday during Advent at 7:40 am in the 

church.  The Wellnesss Committee is currently working with the Parish Nurse in scheduling a 

Community Health Fair on January 14th.  Mr. Matt Hart presented his program entitled reACT to 

Bullying for grades K-8 on 10/24.  He first presented to K-4, and then to 5-8.  It was a fantastic 

presentation.   

 

Additional information can be found in Kristen’s complete written principal’s report on file with 

these minutes. 

 

Preschool Report:  Brandee reported that the children enjoyed their Halloween costume parade 

through the school, the Evansville Fire Dept. visited on 11/4, and they took a field trip to CMOE 

on 11/11.  On 11/7, Karen Neth returned GS in Ms. Anna’s preschool classroom.  They had 6 

families attend the Diocesan Open House, with 2 parents requesting that their child be added to 

the waiting list for next school year.  Upcoming events include their Thanksgiving feasts, the 

upcoming Christmas program on 12/1 at 1:00pm and 6:30pm, and Early Childhood Preview 

Night will be January 11th.   

 



Legislative Liaison:  Brandee had no legislative updates to report right now.  She will attend a 

training session that is coming to Evansville on 12/7.  

 

Athletic Committee Report:  Mark Schuler distributed information that included the Athletic 

Fall Update 2016 and Athletic Winter Update 2016.  There are LOTS of teams:  19 teams with a 

total of 156 players, including cheerleaders, for Winter Sports.  Financially the AC is doing well.  

Revenue is exceeding expenses this year, mainly because there were no large expenditures such 

as new uniforms this year.  Our playing time/participation philosophy is better than what the 

official diocesan rules require.  There are 44 teams in the grades 3&4 St. Theresa basketball 

league. This year, we are paying the concession workers there.  Mark suggested that we maybe 

change how many members there are on the Athletic Committee, to hopefully make it more 

successful and possibly only having 4 quarterly meetings per year, and possibly for the AC to 

have 8 members, each with a “seat” with a specific responsibility.  Some discussion was held 

regarding this topic.  The School Council members agreed to have Mark pursue the new planning 

and structuring of the AC for next school year. 

 

PTO Report:  In Beth Keck’s absence, there was no report.  Beth is currently at the Spell Bowl 

county meet this evening. 

 

Finance Committee:  Sara Rogier reported that last night’s meeting was cancelled and was 

moved to the 30th, and she has no current report from Sarah Gahagen.  The Capital Campaign is 

going very well, and will be wrapping up pretty soon.  After the first of the year, they will start 

planning the budget for the next school year. 

 

Tech Team Report:  Mark Schuler passed out a Technology Register 16-17, which included a 

pie chart of how we are spending the technology money.  Some of the biggest expenses are for 

the Keller Schroeder support and preventive maintenance.   He said it is amazing how our staff 

has embraced the use of technology in the classroom, including Google Classroom.  We are in 

great shape financially right now, only spending $23,242.00 in expenses out of $49,311 budgeted.  

 

ITEMS FOR DECISION  
 

7 a)  December Gathering on December 15th.  There will be a friendship and fellowship gathering 

on Thursday, December 15th at 6PM, for the School Council members.  Everyone should bring a 

$10 gift to share (for a “rob your neighbor” type game).  Brandee will make some calls to various 

restaurants regarding availability, and then report back to everyone via email so a location can be 

decided upon. 

 

 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

8 a)  Little Rams Tuition Structure for 2017-2018.  Brandee distributed a proposal for new tuition 

structuring for the next school year.  It also included the details of our current price structuring, 

which includes a lot of ala carte prices.  She would like for the tuition to be set by Preview Night, 

January 11th.   Since the opening of Little Rams 5 years ago, there has only been 1 rate increase.  

The goal of this proposal is to facilitate a more accurate budget, while also helping to better plan 

for staff schedules.  The proposed tuition rates were calculated as a 2% increase rounded to the 

nearest $10.  This proposal will significantly simplify our accounting processes.  Currently, 59% 

of our students use Early Bird; 84% of our students use Enrichment; and 59% of our students use 

Aftercare.  In comparison, our prices are higher than some schools, but less than others.  After 



discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve this new tuition structure proposal, and 

everyone was in favor.   

 

The Come Holy Spirit prayer was prayed at the end of the meeting.  The meeting 

adjourned at 7:17 PM.  The next meeting will be a Christmas gathering on December 15, 2016, at 

6PM; location to be determined.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Joanie Pohl, Secretary 

  


