
Good Shepherd Catholic School Council 

Good Shepherd Catholic School Cafeteria, 6:00 PM 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

 

Call to Order 

 

Attendance:   

 

School Council:  Principal Kristen Girten, Fr. Zach, Sue Kroupa, Brandee Schnarr, Sara Rogier, 

Dan Deeg, Sara Brown, Shelly Kleiman, and Joanie Pohl.  Chris Newkirk, Greg Rawski, Brian 

Kessler, and Mark Davis were absent.   

 

Prayer:  Fr. Zach opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Mission Statement:  Our Mission Statement was read aloud by all. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes from the last meeting on February 9, 2017, were approved 

as written. 

 

REPORTS: 
 

President’s Report:  President Sue Kroupa had no official report. 

 

Pastor’s Report:  Fr. Zach is considering possibly sending a letter out to high school and upper 

grade school families regarding the fact that GS pays a $1500 assessment for each GS student at 

MHS.   St. Ben’s has made the decision to send such a letter and Fr. Zach feels like eventually the 

whole diocese will be sending a similar letter.  The letter would basically say that families are 

expected to attend mass regularly and to participate at GS.   Discussion at this School Council 

meeting indicated that we are in favor of it.  The idea is that each family would need to meet with 

Fr. Zach to sign the letter.   

 

This year’s 8th grade will be the Confirmation class in 2018 where the diocese will confirm ALL 

Confirmation candidates in the diocese at one event at The Ford Center on 9/30/18 at 2:00 pm.  

Kristen will put together a letter to send to the current 8th graders to inform them of this event.   

 

Principal’s Report:  Kristen reported the window for submitting student applications for a 

Choice Scholarship opened 2/27.  Kristen will notify parents that they may now make an 

appointment with her to submit their application.  The application window closes Sept. 1.   

 

The 8th grade field trip to St. Louis will be May 12th; graduation and reception will be May 22nd.  

The last day of school is May 23rd.  Third grade students will take the mandatory IREAD 3 

standardized test on March 14th.  Any student that does not pass the test must receive remediation 

and retest in the summer.  Students in grades 3-8 are taking Part 1 of the ISTEP test on 2/28 and 

3/1.  The multiple choice Part 2 test will be given 4/18 to 5/5.    

 

Attendance was a little low at the Kindergarten Orientation on 2/16, but that could have been 

partly because the next day was a no-school day.  Presently the numbers indicate two classes of 

18 children each.  

 

GSCS teachers participated in a very productive school safety training course conducted by the 

Evansville Police Dept. on 2/17 as a Professional Development Day.    



 

Additional information can be found in Kristen’s complete written principal’s report on file with 

these minutes. 

 

Preschool Report:  Brandee reported that the Little Rams teachers participated in a full day of 

professional development on 2/17.  They also worked on AdvancEd accreditation procedures.  Fr. 

Zach visited them on Ash Wednesday and placed ashes on the heads of the children and staff.  

They are also doing several activities to engage the children during the Lenten season, including 

the kindness cube and the prayer lamb.  For the 2017-2018 school year, both classes are full, with 

3 students on the preschool waiting list and 2 students on the pre-k waiting list.  Brandee, Beth, 

Ann and Karen will be attending the 4C Spring Conference on Saturday 3/11.  They will be 

having an indoor fun day on March 24th.   They may be having an activity with the Over 50’s 

Group, but are discussing what Youth Protection guidelines will need to be followed.  A 

satisfaction survey was sent home on March 6th via Survey Monkey.  We currently have about 

55% participation.    

 

Legislative Liaison:  Brandee reported there are several education related bills that we are 

watching in the House and the Senate, including bills regarding Background Checks and School 

Safety, bills that might increase the expansion of the pre-kindergarten pilot program, a bill 

regarding tax credit cap increase for SGO’s, and a bill that would require accredited non-public 

elementary schools to include cursive writing in their curriculum.  GSCS does still teach cursive 

writing. 

 

Athletic Committee Report:  Dan Deeg reported that wrestling is still going on, and the first 

track practice is tomorrow.  Also, the elementary school Archery Team is going to State this 

Saturday, and has a pretty good chance of coming home with a trophy. 

 

PTO Report:  Shelly Kleiman reported that Donuts with Dads will be 4/6, the plant sale forms 

went home today, and the 8th graders will help with the plant sale to earn money for their trip.   

 

Tech Team Report:  Kristen reported that they had no meeting recently, but are currently 

working on Mark’s strategic plan.   

 

Finance Committee:  Sara Rogier reported that the parking lot renovation plans are moving 

forward, which should include adding 100 more spaces on the east side of the campus.  The work 

should begin the day after the last day of school.  A new recent policy includes that the financials 

be ready to be viewed by the 10th of each month, so there have been no February results yet, but 

as of the end of January our y-t-d income was $22,000 ahead of budget, but expenses were 

$29,000 over budget.   

 

 

ITEMS FOR DECISION  
 

7 a)  Athletic Committee Structure.   There are not enough voting members present at this 

meeting for an official vote, so Sue will send an email to everyone and the voting will be done via 

email in the near future.  (On March 15th via email, the Athletic Committee Structure was 

approved and affirmed by a majority of voting council members) 

 

 

 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 



 

8 a)  Preschool Discipline Policy.   A set of Discipline Guidelines prepared by Brandee were 

previously provided to School Council members for review.  Brandee feels like it is definitely 

necessary and would be very helpful.  Again, there are not enough voting members present at this 

meeting for an official vote, so Sue will send an email to everyone and the voting will be done via 

email in the near future.   

 

(On March 15th via email, the Preschool Discipline Policy was approved and affirmed by a 

majority of voting members) 

 

8 b)  Cafeteria Lunch Trays.  Kristen spoke to Angie Skelton, the cafeteria manager, and Angie 

said the disposable trays that are being used are made of “enviro” foam and it costs about $10.00 

per day.  Using those trays has saved them staff time, since they did not hire another person to 

take Ann Zirkelbach’s place when she retired.   

 

Also regarding the cafeteria, it was noted that there is a state mandate coming up whereby we will 

have to raise the price of the school lunches.   Other unsolicited comments being heard by council 

members include:  there really is no food being cooked -- it is all just reheated; Papa Johns Pizza 

is being served too frequently; that the cafeteria staff takes too many breaks and are not being 

very nice to the students; that the younger kids have trouble carrying the foam trays because they 

are not very sturdy.   

 

8 c)  Principal Goals Review.   Council members were provided with a copy of Kristen’s 

Administrator Goals for 2016-2017 and she went over them.  EDUCATE - Create one 

professional goal:  To collaborate with the staff to develop a growth mindset regarding student 

learning.   INSPIRE – Create one personal goal that inspires you (e.g. fitness goal, personal time 

goal, etc.).  She will make it a priority to find time to nourish her spiritual life, including daily 

prayer time and participate in a Bible study with her prayer group, which she has been a part of 

for 15 years.  PROCLAIM – Create one spiritual goal that creates a stronger connection to your 

faith.  She will invite all students and families to Mass every week; encourage connection to our 

parish; provide a Handbook for Catholic Families for all school families; and create opportunities 

for prayer for our school families.  In particular, Kristen would like to offer retreat opportunities 

for all grades, and not just the 2nd graders with their First Commission retreat, but she knows this 

will take several years of planning to accomplish. 

 

The Come Holy Spirit prayer was prayed at the end of the meeting.  The meeting 

adjourned at approximately 7:04 PM.  There will be NO meeting in April.  The next meeting 

dates will be May 11, 2017 at 6 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Joanie Pohl, Secretary 

  


