Principal’s Report

School Council
August 13, 2026
Back to School:  The 2026-2027 school year is off to a great start! Everything seems to be running smoothly.  
Back to School Bash and Open House:  On Sunday, August 2, PTO hosted a back-to-school bash.  This year we added a ribbon-cutting for the new wing and a cookout for families.  All of the community was invited to come and tour the new building.  THANK YOU to our PTO, School Council members, and Parish Council members who were able to volunteer for this event.  
Back to School Mass:  Good Shepherd faculty attended the Diocesan Back-to-School gathering and Mass at Memorial High School and St. Benedict Cathedral on Tuesday, August 4.  Deacon Mike Seibert was the keynote speaker.  

School Resource Officer:  Officer Jackie Juncker will be working 28 hours weekly at Good Shepherd this school year.  Because of a generous donor, a 2026 Dodge Ram was purchased for Officer Jackie.  It will be outfitted with lights and a customized wrap in the next few weeks.  Her office is set up and located in the Parish Hall.  Officer Jackie can be found all over the school all day connecting with students and staff.  

High-Ability Program:  Mrs. Vallee Gries has returned to GS to start our new high-ability program.  This year, she will be working with students in K-5 who qualify.  She is currently working on administering an assessment that will help identify high-ability students.  
Hospitality Masses:  The 8th grade class will host the first hospitality Mass the weekend of August 22-23.

Staffing:  Welcome to our new faculty and staff:  Eric Chamberlain (PE/Health), Vallee Gries (High-Ability), Tad Specht (Middle School Science) and Nikki Lipscomb (Cafeteria)
Mr. and Mrs. Goedde welcomed their new baby on July 20.  Welcome to the world Palmer Alan!  We are blessed to have Mrs. Dana Davis subbing in 6th grade Math and resource while Mrs. Goedde is out. 
Formative Assessments:    This year our K-2 students will be participating in the DIBELS formative assessment for reading and the iReady Math screener.  Students in grades 3-8 are participating in the ILEARN checkpoints.  They will take three assessments before the ILEARN test in the spring.  The data from these checkpoints will inform the teachers if students are mastering the necessary standards.  
ILEARN Results:  ILEARN results from last spring are still not available.  They are expected to be available to teachers and parents in early September.  

IREAD:  Good Shepherd had 100% pass IREAD last March.  Way to go Rams!
Anonymous Reporting Tool:  The anonymous online reporting tool is available again this year to students, teachers, and parents.  This tool can be used to report any concerns that a person may have.  The tool is available on student iPads and the website under Student Resources. 

Parent Open Houses and Orientations:  All parents, preschool through grade 8, have the opportunity to attend an open house/ orientation either before school starts or the first full week of school.  This gives the teachers the opportunity to connect with parents and explain their procedures and expectations.   
Enrollment:  As of this report, our enrollment is 498 preschool through grade 8.  418 are K-8 students.  Of those 418 K-8 students, 46 are non-Catholic.  
Choice Scholarships:  This is the first year of Choice for All.  All students qualify for the choice scholarship.  We currently have 415 choice scholarship.  
Scholarship Granting Organization (SGO):  We currently have 46 students on an SGO this year.  This number is likely to increase somewhat.  Because of our wonderful donors, we were able to offer SGOs to all PreK families who meet the income guidelines.  We were also able to offer SGO’s to K-8 families who live outside of Vanderburgh County to bring their tuition balance due down to what our Vanderburgh County families pay.  Families must still meet the income guidelines to qualify for the SGO.  
Respectfully submitted,

Kristen Girten
