Principal’s Report

School Council
March 11, 2019
Leader in Me Update:  Teachers continue to teach the 7 Habits in their classrooms.  We have implemented student greeters at the door in the morning.  We also have students helping with the morning announcements.  Our Environment action team has plans for a mural at the end of the main hall where the bulletin board is located.  They will begin working on that during Spring Break.  Our Family Learning action team is working to create a video for our families on the habits.  Students have submitted applications to apply for the necessary jobs to create this video. 

Our Leader in Me Coach, Courtney Wildoner spent the day with us on Thursday, March 7.  She met with each action team leader, our coordinators, and the faculty as a whole.  Courtney was very pleased with the progress we have made in year 1 with the implementation of the program.  She feels that our staff is ready for the next phase of implementation.  This training is called Aligning Academics and will take place on May 23 at the Catholic Center. 

4 Star School:  GSCS once again was named a 4 Star School by the Indiana Department of Education.  

8th Grade:  Dates have been set for the end of the year activities for grade 8.

· Field Trip to St. Louis- May 10
· Graduation and Reception- May 22
Choice Scholarships (Vouchers):  GSCS has been approved as a Choice School for the 2019-2020 school year.  The student application window opened on March 1, 2019.  Mrs. Girten is currently scheduling meetings with families to submit student applications.   

IREAD 3:  Third grade students will take the mandatory IREAD 3 standardized test online.  Students who do not take the test during the March 18-22 window must take the test during the summer.  Any student that does not pass the test must receive remediation and retest in the summer.    
PEER Relations Committee:  As indicated in the school culture surveys given last spring, there was a desire to have a committee that looked at bullying in our school.  This PEER Relations Committee was set up at the beginning of the school year.  It includes teachers, parents and students.  We have met three times this school year and are currently working on planning a retreat for our middle school students that will focus on compassion and kindness.  Thank you to our committee members:  Lisa Cossey (Youth First Social Worker), Michelle Fulton, Laura West, Tony Fehrenbacher, Greg Freyberger, Melissa Umali, Ava Mason, Sydney Davis, and Trenton Murphy.
Kindergarten 2019-2020:  The Good Shepherd Kindergarten Orientation was held on February 20.  We had 22 families attend that evening and we currently have 28 applications for Kindergarten. Visitation for students who are not in our Pre-K program will be on April 9 and 11.    

St. Vincent DePaul Food Drive:  Students contributed to the parish food drive for the St. Vincent DePaul Food Drive by participating in a week long War on Hunger.  It was a HUGE success!  Not only did we collect a tremendous amount of food to help our community, but we also collected over $1,900 in donations.  Special thanks to the coordinator, Mrs. Laurie Sammet and the 5th grade students for helping count and box items and leading the daily announcements. 

Respectfully submitted,

Kristen Girten, Principal

