Principal’s Report

School Council
March 7, 2022
Diocesan Open House:  The Diocesan Open House was held on February 3.  It was a very busy night for our tour guides.  We had 18 families attend with a possible 22 students.  We are currently scheduling shadow days for students who would be entering a grade other than Kindergarten.

Kindergarten Orientation:  Our Kindergarten Orientation was held on February 17, 2022.  We had a full cafeteria with 35 families present.  We are currently scheduling visit days for prospective Kindergarten students who are not currently in our Little Rams program.  Early projections are showing 42 Kindergarten students. 
Lent:  The Spiritual Growth Committee has made plans for Lent.  The theme is “On the Road to Calvary.”  All school Way of the Cross services are being held weekly.  Parents are welcome to attend.  

All School Mass:  With restrictions on social distancing being lifted, the K-8 students are back to celebrating the all school Mass every Wednesday.  

War on Hunger:  We had another successful year with our War on Hunger to benefit the St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry.  We collected over 2,600 items and over $2,000.  Two van loads of items were delivered to the food pantry.  The Little Rams were the winners of this year’s contest.

Coldest Night of the Year:  James Elpers and Jack Schnarr helped organize an 8th grade service project to benefit United Caring Services Coldest Night of the Year project.  8th grade students, along with some of their Kindergarten buddies, walked a mile in the cold on a February morning to bring awareness to homelessness in our community.  The 8th grade class set a goal of $1,500.  They ended up raising a little over $4,000.  The GSCS 8th grade team ranked 1st in Evansville and 3rd nationally!

Catholic Schools Week:  Catholic Schools Week 2022 was planned this year by our Student Council.  Students celebrated a different theme day each day.  8th grader, Noah Funk and his family represented GSCS and celebrated Mass with the Bishop at St. Benedict Cathedral on Tuesday, February 1.  

Professional Development Day:  School was not in session on Friday, February 18.  Teachers received the second half of their Catechist Formation training focused on the Sacraments.  
Choice Scholarships:  GSCS has been approved as a Choice School for the 2022-2023 school year.  Mrs. Girten is currently connecting with families to submit student applications.  

IREAD 3:  Third grade students are participating in the IREAD3 assessment this week.  New this year the state has offered the assessment to 2nd graders.  GSCS 2nd graders will take the assessment the week of March 14.  If a student does not pass, there is no penalty.  If they do pass the test as a 2nd grader, they will not need to retake it in 3rd grade.  This opportunity provides wonderful data for our teachers to better meet the needs of our students and better prepare them to pass the test in 3rd grade.  

School Social Worker Week:  This week is National School Social Worker Week.  We are very grateful at GSCS to have Mrs. Lisa Cossey as our school social worker.  Thank to Youth First for this partnership.  

Math Textbook Adoption:  Teachers are currently evaluating math textbooks for adoption during the 2022-2023 school year.  Mrs. Girten is also serving on the adoption committee. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Kristen Girten
