Principal’s Report

School Council
February 2, 2024
Kindergarten Orientation:  Our Kindergarten Orientation is scheduled for Thursday, February 15, 2024.  We are expecting a full house that evening.  The Choice Scholarship program and tuition assistance will be a main topic of discussion.   
ILEARN:  ILEARN is the required standardized test for grades 3-8.  Teachers have already started training to administer the test.  They will begin administering practice tests soon.  The testing window is April 15-May 10.  
ILEARN PILOT:  The ILEARN assessment will be changing its format for the 2025-2026 school year.  Schools were given an opportunity to pilot the new structure for the 2024-2025 school year.  GSCS will be participating in the pilot for grades 3-8.  This means that our students in grades 3-8 will participate in 3 ILEARN Checkpoint assessments throughout the school year instead of the iReady assessments.  They will then take the same summative ILEARN assessment in the spring that all other students will take.  This will give our students a chance to experience the changes to the assessment before it goes into effect the following school year.  It will also provide our teachers with real-time data to better drive instruction.
IREAD3:  IREAD is a required standardized reading test to be given at the 3rd grade level.  The test is optional in 2nd grade.  GSCS will once again test 2nd graders this year.  If a 2nd grader passes the test, they do not retest in 3rd grade.  If they do not pass, they will take it again in 3rd grade.  This allows our classroom and resource teachers to provide direct interventions to ensure that students pass by the end of 3rd grade. 
Formative Assessment:  Our students are preparing to take their third iReady assessment.  This assessment allows teachers to ensure that each student is growing in their learning and identify where there may be some gaps.  
Lent:  The Spiritual Growth Committee has made plans for Lent.  The theme will be “Amazing Grace- My Chains are Broken.”  Ash Wednesday is February 14.  
War on Hunger:  Our annual War on Hunger was a HUGE success.  We collected over 3,200 items and over $3,900 for the St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry.  Our Pre-K class received the traveling trophy for collecting the most donations.
CSW:  Catholic Schools Week 2023 was held the week of January 29.  Mr. Goedde worked with the Student Council and a teacher committee to plan a fun week.  The students enjoyed learning fun facts about our school throughout the week.  The week ended with a fun, energy-filled pep assembly.  
Diocesan Open House:  GSCS hosted a “Come and See” Open House on Thursday, February 1 from 5 -7 p.m.  We had 30 prospective families attend.  Student Council members and some teachers gave tours that evening.
Respectfully submitted,

Kristen Girten, Principal

