Principal’s Report

School Council
February 4, 2025
Kindergarten Orientation:  Our Kindergarten Orientation was held on Thursday, January 30.  We had 34 families represented.  Applications are currently being accepted and need to be completed by the end of March.  
Diocesan Open House:  GSCS hosted a “Come and See” Open House on Thursday, January from 5 -7 p.m.  We had a number of prospective families attend.  The majority of families were Little Rams and Kindergarten.  Student Council members gave tours that evening.

ILEARN:  Our students in grades 3-8 have completed their 2nd Checkpoint.  They will have one more to complete before the summative assessment in April.  The checkpoints have been a great opportunity for teachers to check current levels of our students.  Teachers have also been able to individually assign IXL lessons based on student performance on the checkpoint.
IREAD3:  The IREAD assessment is now required of all 2nd and 3rd graders.  If a 2nd grader is found to be “at risk” of not passing, they will be required to attend summer school and retest in the summer.  If they do not pass the summer test, they will retake in 3rd grade.  If a 3rd grader does not pass, they will also be required to attend summer school and retest in the summer.  If they do not pass the summer test, they will not be able to move on to 4th grade.  There are a few exceptions.  

The state has not provided guidance yet on what summer school needs to look like.  Depending on how many students are needing summer school, the east side schools may join together to provide that instruction.    
War on Hunger:  Our annual War on Hunger was a HUGE success.  We collected over 4,200 items and over $5,200 for the St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry.  Our 4th grade class received the traveling trophy for collecting the most donations.
CSW:  Catholic Schools Week 2023 was held the week of January 27.  Student Council planned the week of events.  Our 8th graders attended Mass at the Cathedral on Tuesday, January 28.  The fun week culminated with a pep assembly on Friday, January 31.  It was a wonderful celebration of our amazing school.
Promethean Boards:  Thanks to our wonderful PTO and endowment funds, we now have 10 Promethean Boards in classrooms.  The teachers and students are enjoying the engagement that these boards provide.  Boards are in the following classrooms:  Mrs. Batten, Ms. Cater, Mrs. Kessler, Mrs. Klipsch, Ms. Warren, Mr. Fonner, Mr. Mayer, Mrs. Goedde, Mrs. Fulton and Mr. Carey.  Our plan is to eventually have a board in each classroom.  
Substitute Teachers:  Mr. Tad Specht started on Monday, February 3 covering for Mrs. Hirsch in middle school Science.  He is available to stay as long as we need him this semester.  Ms. Madelyn Spindler will be covering Mrs. Watson’s maternity leave starting at the end of March.  Mrs. Achilles and Mrs. Scheessele are going to cover Mrs. Batten’s maternity leave also starting at the end of March.
Respectfully submitted,

Kristen Girten, Principal

