Principal’s Report

School Council
August 12, 2025
Back to School:  The 2025-2026 school year is off to a great start! Everything seems to be running smoothly, considering that we are under construction.  
Back to School Mass:  Good Shepherd faculty attended the Diocesan Back-to-School gathering and Mass at Memorial High School and St. Benedict Cathedral on Tuesday, August 5.  Dr. Daryl Hagan was the keynote speaker.  Joe Mayer (20), Amy Kessler (25), Shari Hirsch (25), Matt Carey (30) and Mark Schuler (30) were honored for their years of service to the Diocese of Evansville.

Hospitality Masses:  The 8th grade class will host the first hospitality Mass the weekend of August 23- 24.

Staffing:  Welcome to our new faculty and staff:  Sheila Dale (7/8 Math), Max Green (PE/ Health), Maria Weaver (Music), Anne Putty (PK Assistant), Kim Wilhite( Cafeteria) and Kelly Debes (GAP Director).  Julie Braun is not new, but she will be teaching Spanish this year in grades 6-8.  Jenny Stuart is still teaching art, but has added parish music coordinator to her title to make her full-time at GS.
Abbey Klipsch and her husband, Dylan, welcomed their new baby on the first day of school.  Welcome to the world Henry William!  We are blessed to have Mrs. Emily McDaniel subbing in 4th grade while Mrs. Klipsch is out.  
Formative Assessments:    This year our K-2 students will be participating in the DIBELS formative assessment for reading and the IXL diagnostic for math.  Students in grades 3-8 are participating in the ILEARN checkpoints.  They will take three assessments before the ILEARN test in the spring.  The data from these checkpoints will inform the teachers if students are mastering the necessary standards.  
New Reading Series:  The Diocese has adopted a new reading series.  K-2 students are using a program called Amplify.  It is a researched-based program that is approved by the state in the Science of Reading.  Students in grades 3-5 are using Savvas for their reading program.  It too has been approved by the state.  Teachers in grades 6-8 will continue to use the standards-based program they have used in the past.  
Anonymous Reporting Tool:  The anonymous online reporting tool is available again this year to students, teachers, and parents.  This tool can be used to report any concerns that a person may have.  The tool is available on student iPads and the website under Student Resources. 

Parent Open Houses and Orientations:  All parents, preschool through grade 8, have the opportunity to attend an open house/ orientation either before school starts or the first full week of school.  This gives the teachers the opportunity to connect with parents and explain their procedures and expectations.
School Council Training:  This year, the School Council Workshop is a little different.  It will be in person on September 25 from 6-7:30 at the Catholic Center.  Only the principal and the council chair need to attend.  
Enrollment:  As of this report, our enrollment is 478 preschool through grade 8.  406 are K-8 students.  Of those 406 K-8 students, 45 are non-Catholic.  
Evansville Community’s Choice Awards 2025:  GSCS has been nominated as one of the top 5 Best Private Schools in the Evansville community.  Online voting will begin in early September.  Mrs. Girten will communicate details to families closer to time of voting.  
Choice Scholarships:  Good Shepherd currently has 315 or 78% of K-8 students are receiving a choice scholarship.  That number will likely increase before the deadline of September 1.
Scholarship Granting Organization (SGO):  We currently have 65 students on an SGO this year.  This number is likely to increase somewhat.  
Choice for All-  For the 2026-2027 school year, all families K-12 will qualify for the choice scholarship.    
Respectfully submitted,

Kristen Girten
